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THE TOWER BELL OF GRACE CHURCH
Alleluia! Christ the Lord has ascended into heaven:
Come let us adore him. Alleluia!
Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
CHRIST OUR PASSOVER

Pascha nostrum

Alleluia.
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.
Christ has been raised from the dead, *
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death, *
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.

THE PSALM is prayed responsively by half-verse

Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 [OSH]

1

Arise, O God, and let your enemies be scattered; *
let those who hate you flee before you.

2

Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; *
as the wax melts at the fire,
so let the wicked perish at your presence, O God.

3

But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before you; *
let them also be merry and joyful.

4

We sing praises to your holy Name;
we exalt the One who rides upon the heavens; *
yours is the Name in which we rejoice!

5

Guardian of orphans, defender of widows, *
God, in your holy habitation!

6

You give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom, *
but the rebels shall live in dry places.

7

O God, when you went forth before your people, *
when you marched through the wilderness,

8

The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, *
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

9

You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; *
you refreshed the land when it was weary.

10

Your people found their home in it; *
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.

33

Sing to God, O nations of the earth; *
sing praises to the Holy One,

34

Who rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens, *
who sends forth a voice, a mighty voice.

35

Ascribe power to God, *
whose majesty is over Israel, whose strength is in the skies.

36

How wonderful is God in the holy places; *
the God of Israel giving strength and power to the people: blessed be God!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

CANTICLE 18

A Song. To the Lamb

Splendor and honor and kingly power *
are yours by right, O Lord our God,
For you created everything that is, *
and by your will they were created and have their being;
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *
for with your blood you have redeemed for God,
From every family, language, people, and nation, *
a kingdom of priests to serve our God.
And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *
and to Christ the Lamb,
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *
for ever and for evermore.
THE HOLY SCRIPTURE

Acts 1:6-14 [NRSV]

Stephanie Brown

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven,
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why
do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they
went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus,
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of
Jesus, as well as his brothers.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE SERMON

The Rev Tom Broad

OFFICE HYMN

“Hail the day that sees him rise”

Hymnal 1982 #214

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Ascension of Christ
Giotto di Bondone (created 1304-1306)

THE PRAYERS
As we lift our prayers to God, if you place your prayers of special intent in the
Comments section on this Facebook video, we will add your concerns to our
Grace Church Prayer List this week.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great
triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your
Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has
gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen.
A PRAYER FOR THE SICK
Father of goodness and love, hear our prayers for the sick members of our
community and for all who are in need. Amid mental and physical suffering may
they find consolation in your healing presence. Show your mercy as you close
wounds, cure illness, make broken bodies whole and free downcast spirits. May
these special people find lasting health and deliverance, and so join us in thanking
you for all your gifts. We ask this through the Lord Jesus who healed those who
believed. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us offer our prayers in the Name of Jesus, who dwelt among us, died and rose
again for our salvation, and ascended into the heavenly realm, responding to each
petition by saying, “Hear us, ascended Lord.”
That we may place our lives in the sacred heart of Jesus, who claims us as his own,
and reveals his glory through our lives; let us pray.
Hear us, ascended Lord.
That our hands may feed the poor and tend the sick, that we may create a church
where all are welcomed and where visitors are seen as blessings, and that we may
ascend beyond earthly hesitations to grasp the divine inspiration that is implanted
within us; let us pray.
Hear us, ascended Lord.
For those who fear the discovery of secret sins and the private guilt that has many
names, that they may have confidence in the priestly gift of reconciliation, the
courage to admit their shortcomings, and the greater courage to accept God’s
forgiveness; let us pray.
Hear us, ascended Lord.

For an end to violence and abuse, and all things that harm God’s creation and rob
humanity of its inherent dignity; let us pray.
Hear us, ascended Lord.
That Donald, our President, members of Congress, and those who sit on the
Supreme Court may take seriously the authority invested in them, leaving
partisanship behind, and exercising leadership that best supports the welfare of the
people of our nation and the world; let us pray.
Hear us, ascended Lord.
For those who have died and whom we commend to eternal life; let us pray.
Hear us, ascended Lord.
In thanksgiving for our families and friends, and for the communion of saints, we
continue our prayers …
You are invited to add your prayers of special intention.
COLLECT AT THE PRAYERS
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in
heaven and on earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be
supported by this fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be
surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. We ask this for the sake of
Jesus Christ, in whom all our intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

+

Thank you for joining us in worship today
Please be part of the Dioceses of WNY & NWPA worship
immediately following at 10:00am
details for connecting to that worship is found on our website
https://GraceChurchRandolph.org/
Follow us on Facebook ... https://www.facebook.com/GraceChurchRandolph/
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