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THE TOWER BELL OF GRACE CHURCH 
 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Lord, open our lips. 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia.  
 
 
CHRIST OUR PASSOVER Pascha nostrum 
Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
    therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
    death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
    but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.  
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, * 
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, * 
    so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.   



 

THE PSALM is prayed responsively by half-verse Psalm 66:7-18  [BCP] 
 
7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 

make the voice of his praise to be heard; 
8 Who holds our souls in life, * 

and will not allow our feet to slip. 
9  or you, O God, have proved us; * 

you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
10 You brought us into the snare; * 

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 

we went through fire and water; * 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 
and will pay you my vows, * 
which I promised with my lips 
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 
with the smoke of rams; * 
I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 
and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 
the Lord would not have heard me; 

17 But in truth God has heard me; * 
he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
nor withheld his love from me. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 
  



 

CANTICLE 9 The First Song of Isaiah 
 
Surely, it is God who saves me; * 

I will trust in him and not be afraid.  
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *  

and he will be my Savior.  
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *  

from the springs of salvation.  
And on that day you shall say, * 

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;  
Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 

see that they remember that his Name is exalted.  
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *  

and this is known in all the world.  
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 

for the great one in the midst of you  
is the Holy One of Israel.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 
  



 

THE HOLY SCRIPTURE Acts 17:22-31  [NRSV] Kalan Brown 
 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully 
at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, 
‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 
you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by 
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals 
life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the 
whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the 
places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope 
for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him 
we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 
‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought 
not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
silver, or stone, an image formed by the 
art and imagination of mortals. While 
God has overlooked the times of human 
ignorance, now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, because he has 
fixed a day on which he will have the 
world judged in righteousness by a man 
whom he has appointed, and of this he 
has given assurance to all by raising him 
from the dead.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. In 1951, Greece released a postage stamp 
Thanks be to God.  commemorating the 1900th anniversary of 
 St Paul’s visit to Athens as described in our scripture 
 (the inscription reads: “To an Unknown God”) 
 
 
 
THE SERMON The Rev Tom Broad 
 
  



 

OFFICE HYMN “As those of old” Hymnal 1982 #705 
 

 



 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
  



 

THE PRAYERS 
As we lift our prayers to God, if you place your prayers of special intent in the 
Comments section on this Facebook video, we will add your concerns to our 
Grace Church Prayer List this week. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those  
      who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 
 Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
 And grant us your salvation. 
 Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
 Let your people sing with joy. 
 Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
 For only in you can we live in safety. 
 Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
 And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
 Let your way be known upon earth; 
 Your saving health among all nations. 
 Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
 Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
 And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 



 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in 
all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we 
can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 
 
FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH 

We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the beauty of earth and sky and sea; 
for the richness of mountains, plains, and rivers; for the songs of birds and the 
loveliness of flowers. We praise you for these good gifts, and pray that we may 
safeguard them for our posterity. Grant that we may continue to grow in our 
grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation, to the honor and glory of your 
Name, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

We offer our prayers and thanksgivings to God, who in the midst of our trials and 
adversities gives us the faith to endure, responding “Hear us, O risen Christ.” 
In thanksgiving for the holy commandments of the Lord’s truth, and Jesus’ eternal 
gift of love, that we may follow them as pathways to sanctification; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
That we may be a community of joyous believers, bearing one another’s burdens, 
forgiving each other’s sins, responding to the needs of all, so that the world may 
see and know that all things are being made new through the Risen One; let us 
pray.  
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
In thanksgiving for our gathering to praise and worship of God, knowing that when 
we are gathered in God’s Name, the divine presence is in our midst; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
In thanksgiving for the faith of disciples through the ages and of all the faithful 
departed whose every breath was lived in response to God’s promises; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
  



 

That we may give honor to those considered least in our society, knowing that 
Jesus reveals the divine will through their lives and in the course of their abiding 
faithfulness; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
That children may receive a full measure of food, education, parental love, and a 
religious upbringing; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
In thanksgiving for those who volunteer their time for the ministry of Christ in this 
church, in our diocese, and throughout the world; let us pray. 
Hear us, O risen Christ. 
As a chosen people who share the royal priesthood of Christ, let us add to these 
petitions … 
 You are invited to add your prayers of special intention. 
 
 
COLLECT AT THE PRAYERS 
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in 
heaven and on earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be 
supported by this fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be 
surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. We ask this for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, in whom all our intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
A GREETING AND BLESSING FROM THE RIGHT REVEREND SEAN ROWE,  
BISHOP OF THE DIOCESES OF WNY AND NWPA 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 
POSTLUDE Dakota Hymn Steve Bell 
 



 

 

+ 
 
 

Thank you for joining us in worship today 
 

Please be part of the Dioceses of WNY & NWPA worship 
immediately following at 10:00am 

details for connecting to that worship is found on our website 
https://GraceChurchRandolph.org/ 

 
Follow us on Facebook ... https://www.facebook.com/GraceChurchRandolph/ 

 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

As those of old 
Words: Frank von Christierson (1900-1996), alt.; Music: Forest Green, English melody; adapt. And harm. Ralph Vaughn 
Williams (1872-1958). Words copyright ©1961 by The Hymn Society (admin. By Hope Publishing Company).  
All rights reserved. Reprinted and Podcast under OneLicence.net # A-723314. 
Dakota Hymn 
Steve Bell: Burning Ember ℗ 1994 Signpost Music Released  
Prayers of the People 
Planning for Rites and Rituals: The Sixrth Sunday of Easter, alt. 
Copyright © 2019 Church Publishing. All Right Reserved.  
Bible Text 
Scripture quotations marked NRSV are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyrighted, 1989 by 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and 
are used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
Liturgy of the Office, Psalm, Collects and Prayers 
from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979.  
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